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1 . LAO PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC (LPDR) AMBASSADOR 
KEO VIPHAKONE GAVE A LARGE RECEPTION AT A HOTEL 
FREQUENTLY USED BY THE INDOCHINESE COMMUNISTS TO 
CELEBRATE THE LPDR FIRST ANNIVERSARY. THE COOL STATE 
OF FRANCO-LAO RELATIONS WAS MADE MANIFEST BY THE 
PRESENCE OF THE DESK OFFICER FOR LAOS AND CAMBODIA, 

THE LOWEST POSSIBLE REPRESENTATIVE, AS THE SENIOR 
QUAI REPRESENTATIVE. (FORMER AMBASSADOR TO LAOS 
PIERRE MILLET ALSO ATTENDED. BUT IN A PURELY PRIVATE 
CAPACITY.) THE CHINESE SENT THREE REPRESENTATIVES 
HEADED BY THE FIRST SECRETARY FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
(FOURTH RANKING ON THE DIP LIST). THE SOVIETS 
SENT AT LEAST TWO REPRESENTATIVES, BUT THEY WERE 
APPARENTLY NOT VERY HIGH-RANKING. THE THAI 
AMBASSADOR CAME, BUT STAYED ONLY A SHORT WHILE; HE 
CHATTED WITH PHENG NORINDR, SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO 
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WASHINGTON. ONE PERSON WAS IDENTIFIED TO THIS 
EMBASSY'S REPRESENTATIVE AS A DEMOCRATIC CAMBODIAN 
REPRESENTATIVE. OTHER SIGNIFICANT REPRESENTATIVES WERE 
THE RUMANIAN AMBASSADOR, WHO PRIDES HIMSELF ON 
ATTENDING EVERY NATIONAL DAY. AND THE YUGOSLAV 
MINISTER. 

2. THE SRV WAS STRONGLY REPRESENTED SINCE THE 
AMBASSADOR AND DCM AS WELL AS OTHER MEMBERS OF 
VIETNAMESE ORGANIZATIONS IN PARIS ATTENDED. THE 
VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR ARRIVED EARLY AND WAS STILL 
DANCING THE LAM VONG WHEN THE EMBOFF DEPARTED. 

3. THE LAO BEGAN TO SING TRADITIONAL LAO MUSIC NEAR 
THE END OF THE PRESCRIBED PERIOD FOR THE RECEPTION; 

THE MUSIC HAD UNDERGONE NO CHANGE, BUT IN THE 
DANCING A CLENCHED FIST SALUTE OCCASIONALLY REPLACED 
THE MORE GRACEFUL, TRADITIONAL ARM MOVEMENTS. NONE 
OF THE FORMER LAO GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS IN PARIS, 

EVEN THOSE NOT IN TOTAL DISGRACE, ATTENDED THE 
RECEPTION. MANY LAO STUDENTS, ON THE OTHER HAND, WERE 
PRESENT. PHENG NORINDR WAS THEREFORE ONE OF THE FEW 
LAO OLDSTERS OTHER THAN EMBASSY EMPLOYEES WHO WAS 
PRESENT, AND HE WAS EAGERLY INTERROGATED BY 

THE LAO STUDENTS ON CONDITIONS BACK HOME. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE RECEPTION WAS CLEARLY A 
MARKED DEPARTURE FROM THE MUCH WARMER AND MORE FAMILIAL 
CELEBRATION WHICH THE LAO EMBASSY USED TO GIVE AT 

ITS OWN EMBASSY, SOME ELEMENTS OF LAO FLAVOR STILL 
REMAINED. SINCE THE VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR APPEARS TO 
HAVE LEARNED THE LAM VONG VERY WELL, PERHAPS SOME 
ASPECTS OF TRADITIONAL LAO CULTURE MAY BE PERMITTED IN 
PARIS. 
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